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Washington  Letter  No.  23  October  5,  1945 

SHDULD  WE  EAT  ABUNDANTLY  WHILE  OTHERS  STABTE  ? 

! 

^Without  food,  there  will  be  no  -peace"  -  General  Eisenhovger.  The  world's  food  picture  is 

much  more  grim  than  drawn  in  the  last  iss-oe  of 
this  Newsletter,  according  to  three  surveys  made  public  recently  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Office  of  War  Information,  and  the  Aesociated  Press. 

(The  figures  used  in  this  Newsletter  are  the  best  estimates  available  to  us.) 

The  world  faces  more  hunger,  in  its  first  twelve  months  of  peace,  than  during  the  last 

year-long  period  of  the  war,  according  to  a  survey  released 
September  30  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Ag¬ 
riculture.  If  peoples  abroad  are  to  have  a  minimum  2000-calorie  diet,  this  agen^  estimates 
that  iqpre  thAn  35  million  tons  Of  food  should  be  moved  into  deficit  areas  Including  (1)  l 
liberated  countries*  (2)  former  enemy  countries  such  as  Qenoany,  Italy,  Austria,  and  Japan; 
and  (3)  normally  food- importing  countries,  such  as  England.  There  will  probably  be  a  world* 
eiportable  surplus  of  nearly  800,000,000  bushels  of  wftieat  and  bread-grains  (equivalent  of 
24,000,000  tons),  of  which  at  least  three-fourths  is  in  North  America.  The  remaining  10 
million  tons  would  have  to  come  from  less  abundant  foods. 

Estimated  Needs  of  Imported  Foods  Until  the  Next  Haziest 

Continental  Europe  (excluding  U.S.S.H.)  18,000,000  tons 

United  Kingdom  9,500,000 

North  Africa  2,000,000 

Far  East  3  to  4,000,000 

White  Russia,  Ukraine,  etc.  2  to  1,500,000 

35,000,000 

Supulies  go  throufidi  various  channels.  Such  supplies  will  have  to  move  (l)  throu^  the 

United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Adminis¬ 
tration,  which  operates  at  present  chiefly  in  Albaziia,  Greece,  Yugoslavia,  Poland,  and 
Czechoslovakia,  and  in  the  near  future  will  operate  on  a  large  scale  in  Russia,  Italy, 
Austria,  and  China;  (2)  probably  throu^  the  American  Army  of  Occupation  to  Oercoany  and 
Japan;  (3)  throu^  conmercial  channels  aided  by  special  credits  or  financing  to  countries 
such  as  Sigland,  loanee,  Holland,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  and  Norway.  Ihese  supplies 
will  have  to  come  mainly  from  North  and  South  America  idiich  are  the  only  major  producing 
areas  where  food  output  this  year  is  much  above  the  pre-war  level. 

The  United  States  must  furnlah  inft.jQr  supply.  The  United  States,  because  it  possesses  by 

far  the  largest  e:q>ort  surpluses  of  evezy 
major  type  of  food  needed  for  relief,  except  fats  and  oils,  must  assume  the  main  respon¬ 
sibility  for  furnishing  the  minimom  ic^rt  needs  (some  35  million  tons)  of  the  hungry 
nations.  !Ihese  shipments  should  include  a  considerable  portion  of  protective  foods  rich 
in  protein  and  vitamins  sudh  as  meat  and  dairy  products. 

Take  meat,  for  example.  If  Americans  were  willing  to  continue  meat  rationing  in  order  to 
hold  consumption  at  the  current  level,  which  is  12^  above  pre-war,  and  if  Army  require¬ 
ments  decline  as  much  as  expected,  this  country  co^d  export  over  2  million  tons  of  meat 
during  the  next  12  months.  Sudi  an  amount  would  largely  meet  the  minimum  import  needs  of 
Europe,  Great  Britain,  and  Asia  during  this  period,  assuming  that  Canada,  Australia,  New 
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Zealani,  and  Argentina  continue  substantial  shipments.  Canada  has  resumed  meat  rationing 
in  order  to  increase  shipments  especially  to  England.  Unfortunately,  it  seems  unlitely 
that  we  will  restrict  our  per  capita  consuQQ)tion  to  the  current  level  even  thou^  it  is 
eight  to  ten  times  that  of  most  Europeans;  the  Intent  of  the  Gcvernnent  seems  to  be  to  al¬ 
low  meat  consumption  in  this  country  to  rise  still  further.  So  far  as  announced,  during 
the  last  quarter  of  this  year  we  are  planning  to  export  only  309,500  tons  of  meat,  half  of 
it  to  Great  Britain. 

Minimum  health  requirements  for  fats  and  oils  such  as  lard  and  peanut  oil  are  about  20 
pounds  per  person  per  year.  And  yet  the  estimated  fat  consuniption  level  in  1944-45  in  the 
United  States  was  44.7  pounds;  in  Albania,  8.4;  in  Norway,  9.9;  in  the  Netherlands,  13.1; 
in  France,  11.5;  in  Belgium,  14.6;  and  so  on. 

Congress  should  aut>ro-Driate  quickly  the  $550,000,000  remainder  of  the  first  authorization 

to  UNBBA,  and  the  additional  request  for  $1,350,000,000 
or  a  total  of  $1,900,000,000  for  relief  throu^  that  channel  next  year.  In  mahy  countries 
the  size  of  next  year's  crops  depends  on  the  speed  with  ^hlch  UNRKA  is  able  to  provide 
seeds,'  farm  equipment,  fertilizer,  etc.  UNRHA  is  the  only  agenqr  at  present  which  Can  do 
the  job  of  saving  hundreds  of  thousands  of  lives  from  starvation  and  ^idemies  in  those 
parts  of  Europe  and  Asia  vyhere  it  operates. 

Necessary  to  urevent  widespread  dlaai^e  in  Qarmfiiy.  This  same  survey  by  the  Office  of 

Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  es¬ 
timates  in  the  German  zone,  including  Berlin, vdilch  is  occupied  by  the  American,  the  British 
and  the  French  armies,  that  5,000,000  tons  of  food  would  be  required  if  food  standards  were 
to  be  raised  to  a  level  regarded  as  necessary  to  prevent  widespread  disease  and  unrest. 
General  Eisenhower  reporting  on  the  first  three  months  of  Allied  occupation  iridicated  that 
average  consumption  of  food,  whldi  still  is  rationed  strictly,  was  about  one-third  below 
the  generally  accepted  subsistence  level  of  2000  calories  per  person  daily,  or  about  1300 
calories.  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  reported  last  week  that  the  United  States  Goverxinent 
was  prepared  to  spend  $100,000,000  for  food  for  Germany. 

Winter  of  hopeless  deprivation.  "Barely,  if  ever  since  the  Dark  Ages,  has  a  stoole  con¬ 
tinent  faced  a  winter  of  such  hopeless  deprivation," 
reports  the  Associated  Press  from  London  on  September  29  after  a  review  covering  twenty 
countries  of  Europe. 

Food  Needs  in  Japan 

Jauan  faces  real  danger  of  actual  starvation.  Col.  Bay  C.  Kramer,  head  of  the  Economie 

Control  Board  of  the  American  Army  in  Japan, 
said  in  Tokyo  September  29  that  the  Japanese  are  in  a  "very  real  danger  of  actual  star¬ 
vation"  during  the  latter  part  of  1945  and  beginning  of  1946.  Col.  Kramer  estimated  that 
Japan's  present  supplies  of  rice,  cereals  and  other  foodstuffs  may  be  able  to  famish  a 
diet  idiich,  if  evenly  distributed,  would  average  only  1500  calories  a  day  per  person  next 
year  according  to  present  indications.  Contrast  this  with  the  scale  of  3800  to  5000  dally 
calories  prescribed  for  the  United  States  Axmy  troops,  the  1800  planned  for  the  relief  of 
the  Philippines  and  the  Netherlands  Indies,  and  the  2160  that  the  Japanese  health  author¬ 
ities  set  as  the  minimum  necessary  for  the  native  diet  there.  (The  average  daily  diet  in 
the  United  States  is  estimated  at  about  3200  calories.) 

The  American  Occupation  Army  could  not  and  would  not  independently  undertake  the  task  of 
feeding  the  Japanese,  according  to  Col.  Kramer,  but  "if  the  Japaxiese  Government  makes  a 
request  for  food  we  will  verify  the  figures,  examine  their  requirements,  and  make  recom¬ 
mendations  to  Whdiington.  We  obviously  could  not  go  into  a  program  involving  more  than 
4.000.000  tons  of  foodstuffs  necessary  to  make  up  the  difference  between  the  1500  calorie 
diet  and  the  2000  calorie  scale  without  the  authority  of  the  world  food  allocating 
authorities." 
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President  Promises  Some  Food  to  Europe 

Forty^el^t  national  orgEUiizatlons  with  a  combined  membership  of  more  than  50,000,000 
jUoericans  submitted  an  appeal  to  President  Truman  on  September  17,  1945*  The  delegation, 
led  by  Mrs.  Dwi^t  W.  Morrow,  President  of  Food  for  Freedom,  asked  hhn  to  speed  aid  to  the 
liberated  peoples  and  ajqpressed  willingness  to  continue  rationing  as  long  as  necessary  for 
this  purpose. 

The  President  stated  later  on  September  17  •  "The  United  States  Governoaent  is  now  in  a 
position  to  fill  the  main  requests  of  Europe  —  with  the  exception  of  sugar,  fata,  and 
oils  —  until  January  1,  as  these  requests  have  been  stated  to  it  by  the  governments  of  the 
liberated  countries  and  "by  UHREA.  ••••  The  most  desperate  needs  of  the  liberated  peoples  are 
for  coal,  transportation,  and  food,  in  that  order  of  priority*”  After  listing  the  meat, 
aheat,  sugar,  peas  and  beans,  milk,  etc.,  to  be  sent,  the  President  further  stated,  "It 
should  be  remembered  that  these  supplies  will  serve  not  to  improve  but  only  to  sustain  the 
diet  of  the  liberated  peoples,  itfiidi  remains  below  mi"i™Tm  ^ aval  of  subsistence.” 

It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  President's  figures  are  designed  to  supply  a  minimom 
emergency  level  rather  than  a  minimum  subeistence  level.  These  allocations  total  only  some 
2,442,820  tons  and  are  contingent  tq>on  appropriations  to  UURBA  and  financial  arrangements 
with  paying  coirntries*  This  amount  is  destined  only  for  the  nine  following  countries  • 
France,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  Norway,  Poland,  Czechoslovakia,  Yugoslavia,  Greece,  and 
Albania*  The  President's  figures  do  not  Include  shipments  to  Germany,  Italy,  Austria,  the 
Far  East,  or  to  meet  the  requests  made  to  by  Nhite  Bussla  and  the  Ukraine.  Of  the 

items  promised  by  the  President,  about  85^  Toy  weight  is  of  wheat,  of  which  we  have  a  con¬ 
siderable  surplus.  Protein  food  (meats,  dairy  products,  dried  beans,  etc.)  is  especially 
needed  for  a  population  seriously  weakened  by  five  war  years  of  hunger  and  misery*  The  al¬ 
location  of  fats  and  oils  (all  lard)  is  only  two-tenths  of  one  per  cent  of  American  pro¬ 
duction  in  1945.  As  for  sugar,  the  allocation  is  about  one-fourth  of  the  sugar  that  will 
be  used  to  make  soft  drinks  during  the  last  three  months  of  this  year* 

Sugar 

Department  of  Agpri culture  Secretary  Anderson  disclosed  October  2  that  1,600,000  tons  of 
sugar  had  been  discovered  by  the  Dutch  in  Java  ports  which  had  been  left  by  the  Japanese, 
and  he  said  that  when  this  is  added  to  the  world  sugar  pool  it  will  greatly  shorten  the 
period  of  sugar  rationing  in  the  United  States,  since  this  country  may  get  from  700,000  to 
800,000  tons  based  on  previous  allocations* 

However,  if  all  this  sugar  were  used  for  relief  in  Europe  it  would  be  more  than  enouiah  to 
double  the  BniaoT  iiVAllA.ble  for  all  the  -Deo-Dle  of  the  nine  liberated  countries  for  a  whole 
rear*  Or,  if  spread  out  over  300,000,000  people  in  Europe  who  have  had  a  very  scant  war 
supply,  it  would  give  them  an  average  of  10.7  pounds,  which  would  be  more  than  half  of 
their  estimated  supply  of  around  20  pounds  a  year.  In  the  United  States,  without  this  ad- 
ditloDEil  allocation,  we  are  using  sugar  now  at  the  rate  of  72  pounds  per  person  this  year. 


WRITE. 

1.  to  Congress,  urging  full  appropriations  to  UNRRA,  in  spite  of  UNRRA's  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  shortcomings; 

^  2*  to  the  President  and  the  State  Department,  urging  an  adequate  program  of  food 

allocations  and  shipments  of  food  and  supplies  to  all  needy  countries,  izw 
cluding  Germany  and  Japan; 

3.  to  the  State  Department,  urging  completion  of  arrangements  for  financial 
credits  for  nations  that  are  in  a  position  to  pay  for  food; 

4*  to  the  newspapers,  giving  the  facts  luid  appealing  for  a  generous  policy  on 
food  and  supplies. 
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STOP  THB  DEAiT  NOW  I  ' 

There  is  increasing  talk  in  and  out  of  Congress  that  the  draft  should  he  stopped  now,  al- 
thou^  no  hill  for  the  complete  repeal  of  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act,  expiring 
May  15,  1946,  has  yet  been  introduced,  prohahly  because  of  certain  provisions  for  veteran 
preferences,  etc.  However,  10  hills  have  already  been  introduced  either  to  stop  induc¬ 
tions  entirely,  or  to  stop  them  for  90  days,  or  to  stop  them  for  man  under  21.  The  Army 
is  currently  calling  up  50,000  men  a  month  in  new  inductions.  Ifeiny  people  believe  that 
this  is  peacetime  conscription.  !Ihe  Philadelphia  Becord  in  a  story  dated  September  27 
claimed  that  '*the  Army,  which  had  8,300,000  officers  and  men  when  the  war  with  Germany 
ended  on  May  12,  has  turned  only  about  a  million  back  to  civilian  life.  In  that  period  it 
has  taken  in  around  600,000  by  induction  and  voluntary  enlistment  so  that  we  still  have  an 
Army  of  nearly  8,000,000  ....  Only  70  of  the  1600  generals  have  been  reduced  to  their  reg¬ 
ular  rank  and  the  Army  eictually  has  been  promoting  men  to  general  officers  despite  the 
already  swollen  ranks  of  generals.” 

Ihe  inducements  to  voluntary  recruiting  passed  by  Congress  in  September  are  being  given  a 
trial.  The  Associated  Press  on  September  23  stated  that  if  recruiting  falls  diort,  "Conr 
gross  will  have  to  pare  down  the  present  estimate  of  how  big  the  postwar  Army  and  Navy 
shall  be  or  face  the  alternative  of  a  peacetime  draft.” 

C.  0.  DEMOBILIZATION  LAGS 

The  Winstead  Bill,  H.B.  3772,  was  called  up  on  the  unaziimous  consent  calendar  in  the  House 
October  2  and  was  objected  to  by  Representatives  W.  Sterling  Cole  of  New  York  and  Whiter 
Judd  of  Minnesota,  who  were  recognized  by  the  Speaker.  Other  Representatives  were  on 
their  feet  to  object  but  were  not  recorded. 

It  will  be  Called  up  again  in  two  weeks  (about  October  16)  unless  withdrawn  ,  and  if  three 
objections  are  recorded  will  be  stricken  from  the  unanimous  consent  calendar.  This  bill 
forbids  the  demobilization  of  conscientious  objectors  on  any  point  system.  Its  effect  has 
been  to  delay  demobilization  and  up  until  today  only  four  men  39  and  over  have  been  dis- 
<±Larged  from  CPS  since  Y-J  Day.  It  is  hoped  that  Selective  Service  will  proceed  rapidly 
with  a  program  of  releasing  men  in  Civilian  Public  Service,  who  have  served  without 
receiving  from  the  GovernDoent  either  pay,  or  provision  for  dependents,  or  compensation 
for  injury  for  the  period  of  their  service. 

mBRIGHT  PROPOSES  STUDENT  EXCHANGE  THROUGH  SALE  OF  SURPLUS  PROPERTIES  ABROAD 

Perhaps  no  Investment  which  the  Goverrzaent  ever  made  abroad  was  so  remunerative  eus  returnr 
Ing  in  1908  the  ten-million  dollar  Boxer  Indemnity  money  to  China  to  be  used  for  scholar¬ 
ships  for  Chinese  students  to  study  in  the  United  States.  On  September  27,  1945,  Senator 
J.  William  Fulbri^t  of  Arkansas  introduced  S.  1440,  shlch  was  referred  to  the  Senate  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs.  This  bill  would  provide  for  amending  the  Surplus  Property  Act 
of  1944  so  that  credits  established  throu^  the  sale  of  surplus  war  properties  abroad  may 
be  used  for  the  promotion  of  International  good  will  throu^  the  exchange  of  students  in 
the  fields  of  education,  culture,  and  science.  Foreign  students  may  come  to  the  United 
States  or  American  citizens  may  study  in  schools  and  colleges  of  other  countries.  Such 
action  would  be  a  positive  and  constructive  solution  of  the  question  of  war  debts  and  war 
surpluses.  Why  not  write  to  Senator  Ubert  D.  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Military 
Affairs  Ccmmittee,  urging  action  by  his  committee;  to  Senator  Fulbri^t  commending  his 
initiative;  and  encourage  your  friends  to  writing  to  their  Congresscoan  and  Senators 
favoring  'such  a  proposal  7 


E.  Raymond  Wilson 


(Figures  on  food  assembled  with  assistance  of  Spencer  Coxa) 


